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Particles in Menominee
• Bloomfield uses ‘particle’ as a catch-all grammatical category 

for all the words in Menominee that don’t inflect

• Cover a wide range of functions: adverbial, locational, 
adjectival, discoursal

• Subcategories: quantifiers, discourse, adjectives, adverbs, 
conjunctions, complementizers, locatives, question particle, 
negators, modals, evidentials, manner, etc.
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What is a discourse particle?

Fairbanks (2016) p. 41

• Particles that situate the sentence within the larger discourse
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Research Question
• The current database of Menominee particles created by 

Monica Macaulay has around 75 discourse particles
• Is it possible to subcategorize these particles based on 

syntactic position?
• Model: Fairbanks (2016)

• Discourse markers in Ojibwe
• Categorized discourse markers based on both semantics and syntax
• Divided particles into two syntactic categories: Initial position and 

second position
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Methods
• Searched for each of the discourse particles in a database of 

texts
• Bloomfield (1928, 1962, unpublished notes)
• Elicitation by Monica Macaulay

• Noted the position in the clause where each particle appeared

• Many of the particles did not appear at all in any of the texts
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Results

• Menominee discourse particles have a wider range of possible 
syntactic positions than Fairbanks found for Ojibwe

• 4 particles usually appeared in an extra-clausal position
• 13 particles showed a strong preference for clause-initial position
• 2 particles showed a strong preference for second position
• 12 particles could occur anywhere in the clause
• ~40 particles had no data
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Clause structure schema
• Menominee makes discourse-pragmatic distinctions by using a 

set of preverbal positions

• Schematization of the major preverbal constituents:

[External Topic [Focus [Internal Topic [ V ...]]]]
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Taeh
• Particle that coordinates clauses, meaning ‘and’ or ‘but’
• Has been established as a second position particle
• (1)

• (2)

• Can be used as a diagnostic for the position of other elements 
in the clause

• (3)
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Discourse Particles: Extra-clausal
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MENOMINEE ENGLISH
ātaq well then, and so

nahāw (1) well, well then, then; (2) you're welcome; (3) yes, okay, all right, come on, let's

taq (1) well, well then; (2) of course, naturally

oh, ōh (1) may one ask?, may one assume?, I should say - can one ask?; (2) yes, I see, oh, I 
take it; (3) whew!



Examples
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• (4)

• (5)

• (6)

• (7)



Behavior
• Indicated by pause (comma in text or pause in recordings)

• (8)

• Behavior when co-occuring with taeh

• (9)

• (10)
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Discourse Particles: 1st position
MENOMINEE ENGLISH

kah-mecet come to think of it, after all

keskenapetok were you not supposed to?, can it be that you have not?, but I thought …!

netowak I wonder, I wonder whether

cemekat as it would seem

pāpēhtōqs* even after that, as even a greater outrage or excess

nāwenāqs maybe, perhaps, possibly

kawenakat by some chance, maybe, possibly

penah (1) for instance;(2) why don't you (do something)?, do it already!;(3) come, do, do please;(4) 
leave it alone, anyway!, never mind

cīn just this, this one by contrast

kamenah again, there you are again!, what with the usual way of things, what with your usual way

nāqs may it be, let it be, one hopes, I hope, can it be?

nanāh-pakāc in great shape, splendid, you really like it

kanewen then, the story goes 13



Examples
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• (11)

• (12)

• (13)

• (14)



Positioning
• Extra-clausal and 1st position particles can co-occur

• Both must appear before the preverbal constituents of the clause
• (15)

• Possible ordering preference of extra-clausal particles
• Not enough evidence to make conclusions

• (16)

• (17)

• (18)
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Positioning
• Some overlap in categories
• Extra-clausal particles occasionally appear to occur in first 

position
• Evidence: co-occurrence with second position particles
• (19)

• (20)

• Without another particle present to compare to, it can be impossible to 
tell whether particle is extra-clausal or in first position
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Discourse Particles: 2nd position

MENOMINEE ENGLISH
cīnap* is there any chance of it? is it entirely excluded?

ka͞eh (1) so much, so far, no more, enough, just; (2) at any rate, of course
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Examples
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• (21)

• (22)

• (23)

• (24)



Co-occurrence with taeh
• Ka͞eh precedes taeh when they appear in the same clause

• (25)

• Only one example
• Still, indicates that ka͞eh has a strong preference for second 

position
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Discourse Particles: can occur anywhere 
MENOMINEE ENGLISH
ānow (1) in vain; (2) isn't it so?; (3) to be sure, nevertheless, although, after all

ceyāw anyway, nonetheless, though one may not like it

nāsap kidding, in fun, insincerely, without really meaning it

pāhpes (1) so it turns out, as it turns out, in due time; (2) ever

new (1) emphatic, contrast; (2) precision, selective

pōc (1) anyway; (2) certainly, definitely, actually; (3) even this

kanapac maybe, perhaps

wēkew (1) in spite of obstacles or interference, nevertheless; (2) contrarily

nās (1) let it be, no matter; (2) just for a while; (3) please

nenaq as you should know, as I see it, I tell you

neciakah anyway, in spite of, notwithstanding, nonetheless

konemāw (1) maybe, perhaps, possibly; (2) or
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Examples
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• (26a)

• (26b)

• (27a)

• (27b)



Positioning
• Can appear in many different positions within clause
• However, almost all have to occur before the verb

• Exception: new, which can appear in any position except first
• Emphatic is tightly bound to the constituent it follows 

• (28)

• Exception: ānow
• (29)

• (30)
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Positioning
• Can appear in preverb space and as freestanding particles

• (31)

• (32)

• In second example, particle can appear either before or after preverb
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Possibilities for future research
• Classify discourse particles by semantic class, modeled after 

Fairbanks (2016)

• Connections between semantic class and syntactic position?

• Relationship of discourse particles to focus, and more broadly, 
information structure

• Investigate syntactic positions of other particle subcategories
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Thank you!


